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The South American 

Shagya-Arabian In-

spection tour was part 

of a very well organized 2 week 

roundtrip starting in Caracas, Vene-

zuela ï visiting several places of 

interest, then crossing the border to 

Bogota, Columbia and coming back 

were we started. Over the last years 

several ï horses previously standing 

in North America ï were imported 

to South America such as the im-

pressive stallion KS Tradition  

(Sire: Tatjanus, Dam: Obeida I) first 

imported from Germany by Donna 

Coss and then sold to Columbia, or 

the mare Stefvani bred by Valerie 

Bullock and also the stallion Bra-

vado, both sold to Venezuela. 

Gertrud von Fedak met her hus-

band Stefan von Fedak, a Hungarian 

business man during a trip in South 

America. They got married 49 years 

ago and raised together 5 children. 

Gertrud felt in love with the Shag-

yas when she bought the mare 

Galaya and imported her to Vene-

zuela. Over the next couple of years 

she imported several other Shagyas 

and founded the Shagya-Arabian 

breed in South America. Together 

with several other Shagya  

enthusiasts they founded the 

ASOARABE, the registry, which 

has over 70 Shagyas registered to-

day (ASOARABE is a member of 

the ISG). One example for the suc-

cessful breeding work by Gertrud is 

the outstanding stallion Galan (Sire: 

Bravado Dam: Galaya). The von 

Fedakôs have over 50 horses at their 

hacienda and they use their Shagyas 

in almost all disciplines (trail, en-

durance, jumping, carriage, and 

even for tourists tours). Despite all 

the political circumstances, difficul-

ties & challenges the von Fedakôs 

continued with their efforts and can 

be considered as the founders of the 

Shagya-Arabians in South America.  

 

On Saturday, January 26th, 2008 Dr. 

Walter Huber , his daughter Dorle 

Huber and Dr. Elmar Mauch flew 

in from Germany, Denis & Irmi 

Atam, who came from Seattle all 

meet at the villa of the von Fedakôs 

in Caracas. The next day we had a 

sightseeing tour through Caracas, 

the capitol city of Venezuela.  

Our journey continued the following 

day and brought us to the von  

Fedakôs ñRancho Alegreò a most 

beautiful place about 3 hours west of 

Caracas.  

The von Fedakôs started to build an 

exotic flower garden with over 2,500 

different varieties, which today is con-

sidered the largest exotic flower plant 

all over Latin America.  

While doing some improvements on 

their land they discovered the ruins of 

an ancient capuchin mission ñSenora 

del Carmenò from the 18th century, 

which they decided to rebuild authen-

tically.  

Over the last 

decades they 

created a 

ñGarden of 

Edenò, which 

became famous 

place and is a 

tourist attraction 

today.  
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